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BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
FULL NAME
Mark Anthony Espat
DATE OF BIRTH:
26th October, 1970
EDUCATION:
Undergraduate Studies in Business Administration
PRIMARY SCHOOL: Holy Redeemer 
SECONDARY: St. John's College
TERTIARY: Viterbo College, Wisconsin, U.S.A.
MARITAL STATUS: 
Single
NO. OF CHILDREN: 
None
YEAR FIRST ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT: 
1998
CAREER: 
See details below 
HOME ADDRESS:
78 Regent Street
Belize City, Belize
INTEREST/RECREATIONS: 
Sports & Reading
MARK ANTHONY ESPAT has pursued a career in hospitality management, national tourism development and politics during the past eight years.
CURRENT AFFILIATIONS
August 1998 to present, Member of the House of Representatives of Belize for the Albert Division. Minister of Tourism, Culture and Broadcasting, Immediate Past President of the Mundo Maya Organization.
PREVIOUS BUSINESS AFFILIATIONS
August 1993 to November 1996, General Manager of the Ramada Royal Reef Resort & Marina (franchisee of Renaissance Hotels International), a 200 room first class executive conference resort and full service marina on the Caribbean Coast in King's Park, Belize City. The resort's first phase opened with 120 rooms and suites in 1991.
April 1991 to October 1991, appointed by Ramada International to serve as Sales and Public Relations Manager of the Ramada Royal Reef Resort & Marina. Spearheaded the local marketing efforts, including sales calls, planning local advertising and assisting with food and beverage promotions.
November 1991 to February 1993, promoted to Director of Sales and Marketing (DOS), Ramada Royal Reef Resort & Marina with responsibility for overall marketing strategy development and implementation with a sales team of four persons.
February 1993 to May 1993, selected by Government as its Representative to the Regional Mundo Maya Organization, responsible for a major assistance program, including marketing and product development, from the European Community to Belize.
February 1992 to March 1993, served as Vice President of the Belize National Sports Council, with responsibility for sports and physical fitness programs countrywide; major projects included a primary school sports education initiative and a new multi-purpose sports complex funded through the Government of Venezuela.
February 1993 to June 1993, designated by the Government of Belize as Chairman of the Belize Tourist Board. Spearheaded the development of Belize's first international destination marketing program; formulated a new five year national tourism strategy; inaugurated tourism offices in Germany and Mexico; planned a national tourism education institute, and enacted legislation for a national environmental protection plan.
June 1989 to September 1989, Assistant Campaign Manager for the successful election of Belize's former Attorney General and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Education.
May 1993 to July 1993, Campaign Manager for the successful election of Belize's former Attorney General and Minister of Tourism and the Environment.
PERSONAL INFORMATION
Born in Belize City, Belize on October 26, 1970. Secondary and Junior College at St. John's College in Belize City. Undergraduate studies in Business Administration at Viterbo College in Wisconsin, U.S.A.
Participant, Hospitality Program for General Managers offered by Cornell University.
President, High School Student Government (St. John's), President, Junior College Student Government (St. John's College) and President, Belize Youth Movement.
Director, Belize (appointed by the private sector) on the Board of Directors of the Caribbean Hotel Association for three consecutive years.
Representative, tourism sector, on a liquor licensing task force appointed by the Belize Government to review and recommend changes to laws governing entertainment.
Director (elected), Pride Belize Foundation, a non-profit organization fighting to eliminate the use and abuse of drugs.
Member, numerous committees of the Belize Tourism Association, including those responsible for destination marketing, industry development, and financial sustainability.
Participant, various hospitality sales and marketing seminars offered by the Ramada Training Institute and by Renaissance Hotels International.
Participant, Food and Beverage training program offered jointly by Cornell University and Alta Hoteleria in Mexico City.
Member, 1986/87 Belize National Softball Team.
Panelist, RECOMMEND Magazine's round table discussions on eco-tourism trends.
Member, Cornell Society of Hotelmen.
Director, founding committee of the Conscious Youth Development Program, aimed at rehabilitating former gang members.
Awarded the Person of the Year Award for the Latin American Region for 2000 by Travel Agent Magazine.


