INFORMACIONES

THE MEMORY BANK NEWSLETTER

The Jamaica Memory Bank project began in 1981. It aims at documenting Jamaica's Heritage by tapping the memories of our senior citizens so that their knowledge can be available for posterity. The Memory Bank depends mainly on individual Parish Committees who work voluntarily and with great commitment to identify sources, interview informants, document and organize the information and material gleaned.

In an effort to make Jamaica and the world more aware of our rich heritage the National Committee has agreed to publish a quarterly newsletter under the slogan "An old man dies... a book is lost". The first issue Volume 1, No. 1 was released in March 1987. To date we have three publications. These are being sent to ¡interested individuals, Parish co-coordinators, Government bodies, libraries, Embassies and Institutions in Jamaica and abroad. Contributors to the Newsletter include the Hon. Edward Seaga, Prime Minister and other resource personnel.

The Newsletter aims at disseminating information, creating ¡interest in heritage and documenting many of the disappearing traditions.

STORY TELLlNG FESTIVAL

This year Jamaica is celebrating twenty five years of independence and the Jamaica 25 Secretariat has been set up to spear-head national activities for the year.

The Jamaica Memory Bank and Jamaica Library Service in collaboration with the Jamaica 25 Secretariat plans to hold an islandwide festival of traditional story telling entitled Story 'O', during Heritage Week, October 10 - 17, 1987.

The story festival aims at developing interest in Jamaica's oral heritage, capturing traditions of the past and tapping the vast repository of stories that are in the minds of our senior citizens

Objectives of the Project

(a) In our fourteen (14) parishes, seventeen intimate story telling sessions will be held in Parish and Branch libraries. Each session will be small in order to maintain traditional story-telling techniques.

(b) Four National events will be conducted in Mandeville, Kingston, Montero Bay and St. Ann's Bay. The target audience is children but adults will be welcome if they accompany their children.

Traditional story tellers are being identified by the Memory Bank throughout the parishes and the Festival will be documented, audio visually by the Jamaica Information Service and the Memory Bank. This will make it possible for material to be disseminated both in Jamaica and abroad for use in formal and non-formal education. The material, when collected will be copied, documented, and stored in the Memory Bank as well as in the National Library of Jamaica, and after suitable protection will be available for public use.

Material obtained will eventually contribute to publications for use in schools, libraries, colleges and other institutions.

