The Ministers of Culture and Officials in Charge of Cultural Policies of Latin America and the Caribbean gathered in Cuenca, Ecuador from 7-8 November 2002.

HAVE AGREED:

1. To request to the Technical Secretariat the elaboration and implementation of a follow-up Strategy of the Agreements and the Plan of Action adopted in this 13th Forum, in a period of time not longer than 60 days after the conclusion of the Forum.

2. To provide to the Technical Secretariat, technical instruments and information in the hands of Member countries in order to update them and complete the Historical Memories of the Forum.

3. To guarantee, within the Plan of Action, that countries responsible for projects become their coordinators in the region, also supporting the Pro Tempore Secretariat so as to give the other members the possibility to participate in the implementation of the projects, taking into account the necessary geographical balance.

4. To convene a meeting of the Pro Tempore Secretariat, in a period of time not longer than six months for the coordination of projects, currently underway.

5. To recommend member countries to organize their national multidisciplinary structures (National Technical Commissions) as advisory and support entities for the integration of the sectors linked to Culture, so as to facilitate that State Organizations determining international policies of multilateral nature, provide attention and understanding to the real needs of Culture, both in the financial aspect, and regarding the special treatment to be given to this issue in International Forums, mainly at the Summits of Heads of State and Governments.

6. To support the establishment and operation of the Regional Observatory on Culture at the  “Simón Bolivar” Andean University in Quito, Ecuador, as an ideal instrument for the achievement of basic objectives of the Forum and for the support to the countries in the region on information and advisory issues, mainly on the following topics:

· Regional integration;

· Issuance of Cultural indicators;

· Institutional relations with other Forums;

· Cultural policies and predictions on prioritized issues;

· Market studies for the cultural industries of the region.

That the Regional Observatory on Culture will be provided with technical advice by the Regional Office for Communication and Information in Latin America and the Caribbean, specifically of its Cultural Division, in coordination with the Technical Secretariat and the Pro Tempore Secretariat of the Forum of Ministers.

7. To request the member countries the selection of a written work of an author representative of its national context, to be included in The Library Forgers and Thinkers of Our America within the Portal of Culture of Latin America and the Caribbean. The material should not exceed 200 pages and it will be presented in its original language. 

8. To express its satisfaction for the presentation of the Project Portal of Culture of Latin America and the Caribbean and to approve its realization with the commitment that each country should supply the relevant information for to the content of its different sections.

9. To work in order that the Portal becomes an instrument facilitating the necessary virtual link between the countries and their National Technical Commissions, giving also support to the Regional Observatory on Culture and to the groups of experts appointed by member countries.

10. To entrust the Pro Tempore Secretariat and High Cultural National Authorities to start talks with the European Union so as to promote links with the Forum of Ministers of Culture and Officials in Charge of Cultural Policies in Latin America and the Caribbean, in order to advance in cultural cooperation between both regions.

11. To promote contacts and negotiations with institutions capable of granting financial support to the projects of the Forum:

-    European Union (UE)

-    World Bank (WB)

· Inter-American Development Bank (BID)

· Corporación Andina de Fomento (CAF)

· Convenio Andres Bello (CAB)

· Iberoamerican Organization for Education, Science and Culture (OEI)

·  Organization of American States (OAS)

·  UNESCO. 

Such meetings should take place during the second semester of 2003; convene by the Pro Tempore Secretariat.

12. To design and implement cultural policies that go beyond the protection of heritage, historic sites or the promotion of arts, and including, the production and marketing of videos, music, cinema, books and crafts, without which no policy will have the impact desired. In this respect it is necessary to promote new ways of financing and trade for our cultural goods and services, strengthening the institutional mechanisms.

13. To define the necessary actions in the field of training, awareness, protection and marketing so as to advance in the interrelationship of tourism and culture, in order to achieve a balance between these two areas, the benefit of the local communities and the conservation and valorization of their cultural elements. 

