RAPPORTEUR’S REPORT OF THE MEETING OF NATIONAL COMMITTEES OF THE SLAVE ROUTE OF CUBA, HAITI AND DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Within the context of the New Strategy of The Slave Route Project, was held in Santo Domingo, the Dominican Republic on December 4 and 5, the meeting of the National Committees of the Slave Route Project of Cuba, Haiti, and Dominican Republic.
The venue of the meeting was the National Dominican Commission for UNESCO and was organized by the UNESCO Regional Office for Culture in Latin America and the Caribbean and the UNESCO Port-au-Prince with cooperation of the National Dominican Commission for UNESCO and the Dominican National Committee for the Slave Route Project.
The major objectives of the meeting were to assess the activities carried out by the three National Committees in the period 2005-2007 and adopt a common strategy for the 2008-2009 biennium. The working sessions of the first day were devoted to these two topics. (See Program in Annex No. 1).
On the second working was presented the publication on the Project “Places of Memory of the Slave Route in the Latin Caribbean” (multimedia), which was very well received by the National Committees, which expressed the need to continue the follow up to the project in the next biennium. 

Main agreements:

· The Presidents of the National Committees of the Slave Route of Cuba, Haiti and Dominican Republic congratulated the UNESCO Regional Office for Culture in Latin America and the Caribbean for appropriately facilitating the meeting.
· Coincided on the significance of the meeting and on the importance of launching again The Slave Route project both at the national level and in the Latin Caribbean through the institutional strengthening of the National Committees, communication and joint action of the three national Committees.
· Dominican Republic and Haiti acknowledged the importance of raising awareness of their respective national authorities and the need to receive support to strengthen the work of the National Committees. 

· Expressed their interest in working in close coordination with UNESCO to revitalize The Slave Route Project not only in the Latin Caribbean, but also in all Latin America and the Caribbean.
· Agreed to establish 6 working groups within the framework of the New Strategy of the Slave Route Project, all integrated by representatives from each of the National Committees, and coordinated by the UNESCO Regional Office for Culture in Latin America and the Caribbean. Each National Committee in the Latin Caribbean will be in charge of two of the working groups as follows:

I. Deepen research and prepare educational and curricular materials (Dominican Republic)
II. Promote the preparation of post-graduate courses and master degree courses on the topics of “The Slave Route Project”  (Cuba)
III. Implement joint activities with Cinematheques and Museums (Cuba)
IV. Promotion Living Culture as well as artistic and spiritual expressions (Dominican Republic)
V. Work jointly with archives and libraries and prepare specialized bibliographies  (Haiti)
VI. Relate cultural heritage and inventories of heritage sites with “The Slave Route Project” (Haiti)
(It was agreed that the final date to confirm the Working Groups would be 17 January 2008).

· Decided to use the resources offered by the UNESCO Regional Office for Culture in Latin America and the Caribbean such as the journal Oralidad and the network associated; the Network of Research Institutions on Afro American Religions (www.religionesafroamericanas.org); as well as the “Portal of Culture of Latin America and the Caribbean” (www.lacult.org).
· Emphasized the interest in promoting inter-sector work in the projects to be implemented, especially with the sectors of Education and Communication, aimed at expanding the approach and diversifying results.

· Acknowledged the importance of implementing actions related with the promotion of Cultural Industries, promotion of cohesion and social dialogue and the preservation of tangible and intangible heritage and cultural expressions related to these
· Expressed their will of creating synergies with other geographical regions that are implementing actions within the framework of The Slave Route Project, especially in Africa.
· Agreed on the creation of a Banco Bibliográfico (Bibliographic Bank or Database)) on The Slave Route Project in the Latin Caribbean, to be disseminated through the section corresponding in the “Portal of Culture of Latin America and the Caribbean” (www.lacult.org). Participants also made a commitment for the search of funds that will allow them to disseminate all this bibliographic information distributing CDs in schools, libraries, etc.
· Widely acknowledged the results of the Project “Places of Memory in the Latin Caribbean”, as well as their publication in multimedia format. Declared themselves in favor of disseminating this information through a webpage in the “Portal of Culture of Latin America and the Caribbean”, which will allow permanent updating and expanding, as well making available to all Member Status a methodology used for the identification and inventory of sites.
· Supported the creation and/or consolidation of National Museums of the Slave Route, as well as creating an Itinerant Museum of the Slave Route.
· Agreed on the dissemination in digital medium on the reports drafted by the three National Committees on the occasion of the 1994-2004 assessment, and the referendums corresponding to the period 2005-2007.
· Supported the implementation of joint actions with ICOM/Dominican Republic which will, in turn, strengthen the ties with the Network of Museums in the Caribbean to recover the memory of slavery.

Special Recommendations to the International Scientific Committee of the Slave Route Project.
1. To take into account the work carried out by the National Committees of Dominican Republic, Haiti and Cuba, Member States with a very strong memory of the slavery heritage. 

2. Express the interest of the National Committees in sharing their experiences with other Member Status in Latin America and the Caribbean related with the Slave Route Project.

3. Expressly acknowledge UNESCO/Havana Office as Cluster Office for the Latin Caribbean as the coordinator of all the actions to be carried out by the three national Committees in the next biennium.

4. Present the publication on the Project “Places of Memory of the Slave Route Project in the Latin Caribbean”, in multimedia format, stressing the will and the interest to obtain the widest possible dissemination of the results obtained, including a version for children and young people in close coordination with the sector of Education.

Epilogue
The National Committee of The Slave Route Project of Haiti announced it plans to celebrate a colloquium on Afro-American religions in 2008. This would be the first ever devoted to this topic in the country. It also reported that the hosts of the event, the Grupo de Investigación Científica (Group for Scientific Research of CNRS) and the Instituto Inter-universitario de investigación (Inter-University Research Institute), will work together with the Fundación Fernando Ortiz and the National Committee for The Slave Route Project of Cuba in the organization of the Colloquium. 
ANNEX NO. 1

MEETING OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEES OF THE SLAVE ROUTE PROJECT
SANTO DOMINGO, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
4 – 5 DECEMBER 2007

PROGRAM
DECEMBER 4

· OPENING SESSION: GREETINGS TO THE PRESIDENTS OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEES OF DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, HAITI AND CUBA, DR. HUGO TOLENTINO, DR. LAENNEC HURBON AND DR. MIGUEL BARNET, CUBA, RESPECTIVELY, AS WELL AS TO FRÉDÉRIC VACHERON, ON BEHALF OF THE DIRECTOR OF UNESCO/HAVANA
PRESENTATION OF THE ASSESSMENT OF THE WORK DEVELOPED BY THE NATIONAL COMMITTEES OF THE SLAVE ROUTE PROJECT IN 2005 – 2007 BY THE PRESIDENTS OF THE THREE NATIONAL COMMITTEES
· PRESENTATION OF THE WEBSITE OF THE REGIONAL NETWORK OF RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS ON AFRO AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS, BY OLGA RUFINS FROM UNESCO/HAVANA
· PRESENTATION OF A PROPOSED COMMON STRATEGY FOR THE ACTIONS OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEES OF TEH SLAVE ROUTE PROJECT OF CUBA, HAITI AND DOMINICAN REPUBLIC (2008-2009), BY DR. JESÚS GUANCHE,  COORDINATOR OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE SLAVE ROUTE IN CUBA. DEBATE AND AGREEMENTS
DECEMBER 5

· PROJECT PLACES OF MEMORY OF THE SLAVE ROUTE IN THE LATIN CARIBBEAN: INTRODUCTION BY FRÉDÉRIC VACHERON UNESCO/HAVANA AND PRESENTATION OF THE MULTIMEDIA, BY ARCH. NILSON ACOSTA (CUBA). DISCUSSION ON THE RESULTS OF THE PROJECT AND PERSPECTIVES FOR THE CONTINUATION IN THE 2008-2009 BIENNIUM
· CONCLUSIONS
· VISIT TO THE PLACE OF MEMORY “BOCA DE NIGUA SUGARMILL” AND EXCHANGE WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES
ANNEX NO. 2

Participants:

NATIONAL Committees of the Slave Route Project
Haiti
Laënec Hurbon (President)
Michel Hector (Coordinator)
Cuba
Miguel Barnet (President)
Jesús Guanche (Coordinator)
Dominican Republic
Hugo Tolentino (President)
Darío Solano (Coordinator)
Franklin Franco
Roberto Cassá
Emilio Cordero Michel
Geo Ripley

National Dominican Commission for UNESCO

Nikauly Vargas, General Secretary
Desiré Prince, Assistant
ICOM, Dominican Republic
Luisa De Peña Dlax (President)
Zaida Espinosa

Project Places of memory of the Slave Route Project in the Latin Caribbean
Nilson Acosta (Cuba)

Omar Rancier (Dominican Republic)

UNESCO Regional Office for Culture in Latin America and the Caribbean
Frédéric Vacheron

Olga Rufins Machin

Julissa Ureña (Focal Point in Dominican Republic)

Leire Fernández (Basque Collaborator)

